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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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P ONE  killed,  23 
• HURT  IN  MONTH 


A HILY  PUBLICATION 


OF  ACCIDENTS 


Here  is  a now  nonthly  publication- -the 
REA  LIHEIL'lN. 


OHIO  CO-OPS 
LL\Y  EMPLOY 
SAFETY  IL\H 


A groundraon  was 
killed  and  21  were 
disabled  in  accidents 
suffered  by  contract- 
ors’ employes  re- 
ported in  .January. 

During  the  same 
period,  there  wore  2 
disabling  accidents 
to  employes  of,  REA 
cooperatives.  The 
victim  of  the  fatal 
accident  was  Weldon  T. 
Parker,  employed  by 
Elkhorn  Construction 
Co.,  who  was  working 
on  the  lines  of  the 
Kiwash  Electric  Co- 
operative, Inc.,  of 
Cordell,  Oklahoma. 

Parker  wa.s  working 
on  the  ground  at  the 
base  of  a lino  stub 
pole,  with  the  dov/n 
guy  hanging'  loose. 

The  lineman  on  the 
pole  was  vrorking  on 
another  piece  of  guy 
strari.d,  which  acci- 
dentally came  in  con- 
tact w'ith  a hot  line. 
At  that  time,  Parker 
was  holding  the  guy 
wire,  which  was  in 
direct  contact  with 
the  OA'-erhead  guy  the 
lineman  wa.s  vrorking 
on.  Death  was  instan- 
taneous. A list  of’ 
disabling  accidents 
to  PHIA  cooperative 
employes  and  contract- 
ors' employes  will  be 
found  on  page  3. 


It  is  devoted  to  the  safety  of  all  em- 
ployes of  REA  systems.  Contractors’  em- 
ployes, too — 

Yfe  feel,  therefore  they  v/ill  i-oad  it-- 
linemcn  especially — because  practically 
every  operation  they  perform  on  high  vol- 
tage lines  is  hazardous. 

_A  publication  of  th-is  kind  is  no  better 
than  its  contributors.  Therefore,  the 
more  stories  of  experiences  dealing  Virith 
safety — and  accidents  — that  arc  sent  in, 
the  more  interesting  the  Rlk''-.  LIHEIIAN  will 
be . 

REA'S  safety  record  is  Improving.  In 
1939,  there  was  a disabling  accident  for 
every  1,410  miles  of  line  then  in  opera- 
tion. Last  year  saw  this  figure  reduced 
to  one  disabling  accident  for  every 
2,290  miles  of  line  in  operation. 

But  this  safety  record  can  be  improved. 

It  must  be . 


COOPERJiTIOH  EEIAi  KEY  TO  SAFETY 


David  A.  Fleming, 
REA  Safety  Director 


ity  01  a rcvio’v  ol 


points  out  that  the 
rapid  expansion  of 
REA  lines  has  created 
a problem  of  mainten- 
oaice  c-nd  repa.ir, 
which  has  necessitated 
the  employment  of 
maintenance  men  of 
var7/ing  degrees  of 
skill  ar:d  experience. 
Fleming  in  discussing 
the  need  for  job 
tra.ining  says ; 

’Wfe  believe  that 
the  old  timer  will 
welcome  the  oppor tun- 


safe  practices  and 
that  the  n-e’-ver  men 
coming  ixito  the 
business  will  pro- 
fit by  learning 
the  safe  cmd  ef- 
ficient way  to  per-- 
form  their  daily 
tasks . 

"The  whole- 
hearted coopera- 
tion of  all  con- 
cerned v/ill  result 
in  less  accidents.” 

Fleming  v;ill  bo 
glad  to  supply  pub-- 
licity  data  to  line- 
men requesting  it. 


'A  full  time  safety 
and  job- training  mari. 
for  Ohio  m.ay  be  em- 
ployed soon  according 
to  plo.ns  .made  at  a 
recent  conference  of 
superintendents,  line- 
m.en,  .cxnd  ground  crews 
at  Marysville. 

A safety  committee 
of  REA  superintendents 
was  appointed  to  de- 
vise ways  and  means 
for  intensive  safety 
training  o.f  employes 
of  all  Ohio  REA  co- 
operatives. A pi  on 
vras  outlined  and  auih- 
orization  given  to 
explore  the  possibil- 
ities of  the  State 
Board  of  Control  for 
Yocational  Education 
sponsoring  the  safety 
camp.aign . 

Advcui  c c d me  t ho  ds  in 
rescue  work  were  de- 
monstrated at  the 
Marysville  conference, 
v;hich  was  attended  by 
150  persons  during  a 
tivo-days  session.  The 
Ohio  Midland  Light 
an d Powe r C omp aaiy  as- 
sisted in  the  demon-  . 
strati on s . 

All  opor-ating  em- 
ployes of  this  com- 
pany arc  required  to 
have  at  least  the 
standard  first  aid 
course  of  the  Red 
Cross  ...  . . ■ 
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THE  REA  LINEMAN 

Published  Monthly  in  the  Interest  of 
Safety  of  Employes  of  REA  Systems 

David  A.  Fleming,  Editor 


IT  liAY  EVEN  BE  YOU 

We  hope  employes  of  REA  co-ops  will 
consider  this  publication  as  NOT  "just 
another  piece  of  mail  from  Washington, " 
but  rather  as  an  aid  in  their  daily 
tasks.  There  will  be  some  material  in 
the  REA  LINEMAN  which  will  not  be  pleas- 
ant reading.  That  is  because  v/e  expect 
to  print  descriptions  of  accidents  on 
REA  lines--how  they  happened--liow  they 
might  have  been  avoided.  It  may  be  far- 
fetched to  say  this--but — An  item  read 
in  this'  publication"-considered  and 
heeded — may  be  the  medium  of  saving  some 
one  from  serious  injury“-or  even  death. 
And  that  person  may  be  you. 

FRED  ARTH— A NAJ.ffl  TO  REMEMBER 


LECTURE  ON  SAFETY 
BRINGS  "CONFESSION"! 

Elmer  "Red" 

Riley  and  Gates 
Davis,  linemen  for 
the  Rush  Co.  (ind.) 
REMC,  visited  a 
local  school  re- 
cently to  lecture 
on  safety.  The 
linemen  had  found 
wire  throvm  over 
the  high  line. 

They  wanted  to 
warn  the  students 
that  this  practice 
vras  dangerous-”and 
in  addition  was 
likely  to  put  the 
electric  service 
out  of  commission. 
Their  story 'was  so 
convincing  that  2 
boys  confessed  to 
throwing  the  wire 
over  the  high  line. 


In  another  column  you  will  read  the 
story  of  Fred  Arth,  Ohio  lineman,  who 
has  been  cited  for  saving  a fellow- 
worker's  life. 

Here  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the 
value  of  having  at  least  'two  men  on 
every  hazardous  job.  '' 

Arth  well  deserves  the  President's 
Medal  of  the  National  Safety-  Coiuncil  for 
which  he  has  been  recommended. 

CASUALTY  LIST 

On  the  opposite  page  is  a list  of 
those  injured  during  January  on  REA 
lines.  There  was  one  fatality,  a con- 
tractor's employe.  Aside  from  the  hu- 
manitarian view,  REA  superintendents 
should  remember  that  accidents  to -con- 
tractors' employes  reflect  against  the 
cooperative.  It  is  strictly  within  the 
province  of  the  REA  system  manager  to 
make  sure  that  the  contractor  takes  ade- 
quate safety  precautions  at  all  times. 

SAFETY  AWIUID 

Details  of  an  award  for  systems  which 
excel  in  safety  and  job-training  will  be 
announced -in.:  an  early  issue. 


■Sl-IILD  IS  HURT  IN 

SERVICE  WIRE  MIXUP 

The  "Safety  Moni- 
tor," organ  of  the 
Idaho  Power  Co., 
stresses  the  impor- 
tance of  the  ser- 
vice entrance  in  a 
message  to  linemen. 
The  publication 
tells  the  following 
story; 

"The  service  wire 
at  the  homo  of  a 
customer  had  been 
torn  doYrti  and  vdien 
they  wore  replaced 
by  a company  em- 
ploye the  neutral 
and  the  hot  wires 
were  reversed.  The 
ground  on  the  cus- 
tomer ' s switchbox 
was  not  effective. 

A 3-^rr , old  child 
came  in  contact 
with  this  ground 
pipe  and  received 
minor  burns." 


OHIO  LINEIvlAN 
SAVES  LIFE  OF 
FELLOW  WORKER 

Fred  Arth,  lineman, 
for  the  Union  Rural 
Electric  Cooperative 
of  Marysville,  Ohio, 
was  cited  recently 
i for  saving  the  life 
I of  a fellow  worker . 

Arth  applied  arti- 
I ficial  respiration  to 
Fred  Crothers  after 
the  latter  had  been 
severely  burned  while 
working  on  a live 
wire.  Arth  has  been 
recommended  for  the 
Pr  e s i dent ' s Me  dal  of 
[the.  National  Safety 
I Council . 

Harry  Slattery,  Ad- 
ministrator of  REA, 
sent  Arth  the  follow- 
ing message; 

"I  especially  con- 
gratulate you  on  your 
tafety-mindedness, 
c.ongratulato  you  for 
putting  time  and  ef- 
fort to  acquire  the 
special  skill  that  in 
time  of  emergency  en- 
abled you  to  save  the 
life  of  an  injured 
man . " 


REPORTS  6 ACCIDENTS 

Yfannamakor  & Wells, 
Inc.,  contractors  of 
iindrews,  S.  C.,  report 
6 accidents  during  Jan- 
uary, in  which  employ- 
es lost  tim.e  ranging 
from  2 days  to  5 vreeks. 
In  one  accident  a tree 
trimmer's  toe  was 
pierced  by  a hook.  In 
another  accident,  a la- 
borer suffered  a broken 
toe  vdien  a log  fell  on 
his  foot.  One  laborer 
suffered  severe  hip 
bruises  when  he  was 
struck  by  a falling 
tree . 


LIIffiMSN  GIVE 
, ' SAFETY  HINTS 
* TO  IffiMBERS 

Many  linemen  on 
REA  systems,  go  out  of 
their  way  to  instruct 
the  membership  on 
safety  precautions. 
Quite  a few  linemen 
have  taken  the  rules 
as  described  in  "A 
Guide  for  Members  of 
Cooperatives,"  is- 
sued by  REA  as  a 
text.  Some  of  these 
rules  are; 

1.  Have  varing 
done  only  by  a com- 
petent electrician. 

2,  Make  sure  that  it 
is  done  with  approved 
materials.  3.  Have 
all  wiring  checked 
by  an  authorized  in- 
spector. 4.  Use  only 
approved  cords  and 
appliances  and  do 
not  handle  them  with 
wet  hands  or  while 
standing  in  a wet 
place.  5.  In  using 
appliances,  follow 
the  directions  that 
come  with  each  ap- 
pliance, 6.  Do  not 
run  extension  cords 
under  rugs,  over 
nails,  or  around 
pipes  or  radiators. 

7.  Replace  a bloivn 
fuse  only  with  a 
fuse.  Anything  else 
may  cause  trouble. 

8.  Do  not  touch  any 
exposed  mres  unless 
you  are  sure  that 
the  current  is  not 
on.  9.  If  you  see 
anything  vroong  along 
the  electric  highline 
call  your  project  of- 
fice at  once.  10. 

Vi/hen  you  disconnect 
an  appliance,  pull  on 
the  plug,  npt  on  the 
cord. 11.  If  your  lire 
goes  dead,  let  the 
project  office  loiov'- 
immediately. 


THESE  ACCIDENTS  ... 
COULD  HAVE  BEEN  PREVENTED 


"KNE1¥  THE  LUTE 
ms  COLD,"  BUT 
HE  GETS  SHOCK 

This  is  the  story 
of  Darriel  Brouillet, 
who  "Icnew  the  line 
was  cold." 

Brouillet  is  a line- 
man's helper,  em- 
ployed by  the  Nobles 
Electric  Cooperative 
of  Worthington,  Minn. 
Brouillet,  ivith  the 
1 ineman , H . Knapp , 
were  patrolling  the 
lines  to  find  an  out- 
age. They  came  to  a 
branch  line  which 
they  believed  to  be 
"dead."  They  found  a 
lightning  arrester 
that  had  broken  and 
was  hanging  on  the 
phase  wire.  Believ- 
ing this  to  be  the 
source  of  the  trouble, 
and  still  feeling  cer- 
tain that  they  were 
on  the  dead  phase, 
Knapp  and  Brouillet 
took  no  precautions' 
to  test  it.  Knapp  had 
been  ill,  so  his  hel- 
per, Brouillet, 
climbed  the  pole.  Ho 
had  his  hand  resting 
on  the  neutral  wire 
when  he  reached  up 
with  the  other  for 
the  damaged  light- 
ning arrestor.  The 
finger  touched  the 
lead  from  the  cutout 
to  the  transformer. 
Fortunately,  the  fuse 
blew  out,  so  it 
killed  the  circuit. 
Brouillet  fell  into 
his  safety  belt.  He 
was  too  wealc  to  loos- 
en his  belt.  Knapp 
assisted  Brouillet  to 
the  ground.  Brouillet 
is  back  at  vrork,  but 
he  might  well  have 
boon  killed  because 
"the  line  was  cold." 


They  were  Reported  to  REA  During  January 


DEAD. 

Weldon  T.  Parker 

Employed  by  Contractor  on  Okla.21  ITashita 


DISA3H3D. 

}H]A  EMPLOYES 

Ky,  50  Graves — Raymond  Slayden-'-leg  in- 
jured. 

Minn.  66  Nobles — Darriel  Brouillet — fin- 
gers burned. 

DISABLED 

CONTRACTORS'  EMPLOYES 

Ind. — Nels  Thompson — 2 fingers  injured. 

Ky. — Maurice  Mulloy — broken  leg. 

N.  C. --Weldon  McNair — right  foot  bruised. 

N.  C.-”C.  J.  Holland — lacerations  above 
and  below  left  eye. 

N,  C. — George  McAlister — bruise  below 
left  knee. 

N.  C.-"Jashua  David--left  thigh  injured. 

N.  C. — Ernest  Young — laceration  of  2 toes 

Ohio — Homer  D.  Rejynolds--!  finger  injured 

Ohio-“Paul  E.  Conner — right  foot  severely 
cut. 

Ohio — Earl  B.  Miller — back  and  chest  se- 
verely.' bruised. 

Okla. — Ted  Slusarski — 1 toe  cut. 

Okla. — Orval  P,  Littleton — hand  and  wrist 
swollen. 

S.  C. — Royster  Boyd — cuts  on  head,  chest 
bruised,  legs  hurt. 

S.  C.  — James  W.  Brown — cut  on  loiee, 

S.  C.--Ben  Shav/-- strained  side. 

S.  C. — Emerson  R.  Keisler--sprained  ankle 

S,  C.“-Roy  rl.  Thornton,  Jr. — pierced  toe. 

S,  C. — W.  B.  Horton — crushed  foot. 

S.  C. — R.  Best— hip  severely  bruised. 

S.  C.  — Julius  Smith — broken  toe. 

S.  C.  — James  Grant — cut  around  eye. 


SAFETY  HELD 
A FACTOR  IN 
DEFENSE 


Safety  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in: 
the  national  defense, 
according  to  Thomas 
B.  Morton,  U.  S. 

Commissioner  of  La- 
bor. Speaking  at  the 
Industrial  Safety 
Conference  held  at 
the  Virginia  Poly- 
technic Institute, 

Morton  said: 

"Our  national  pros- 
perity and  welfare 
depends  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  goods  cn.d 

their  use  ojid  enjoy-  The  Menard  Elcc- 
ment  by  all  our  peo-  trie  Coop,  oi  Poters- 


MOST  DANGEROUS  ROOl 


L.  C.  Sabie,  Supt 
of  Minn.  73  Pipestone 
has  informed  his  mem- 
bership that  "the 
kitchen  is  the  most 
dangerous  room  in  the 
house,  especially  for 
children."  He  adds; 

"A  chair,  box  or  ta- 
ble top  as  a make- 
shift step-ladder  has 
sent  many  a person  to 
a hosnital." 


SAFETY  OF  EMPLOYES 
HELD  CORNERSTONE  OF 
SOUND  LABOR  POLICY 


By  John  A.  Lapp 
REA  Labor  Adviser 

Safety  of  employes  is  nne  of  the  corner- 
stones of  sound  labqr,  policy.  All  parties 


miBERS  IN  ILLINOIS 
GST  SAFETY  LESSONS 


pie.  In, the  attain- 
ment of  this  f'bjec- 
tive  the  degree  of 
efficiency  of  pro- 
duction is  an  import- 
ant consideration. 
Production  requires 
capital,  raw  mater- 
ials and  labor.  Not 
least  among  the  re- 
quisites for  produc- 
tion is  mampowor.  It 
is  one  of  the  most 
essential  resour’ces 
of  our  State  and  Na- 
tion. This  is  recog- 
nized by  the  enact- 
ment of  labor  legis- 
lation and  various 
methods  which  have 
been  adopted  to  safe- 
guard and  conserve 
^Torker  s . 

"In  modern  industry 
which  has  become  very 
highly  mechanized, one 
of  the  factors  imped- 
ing production  and 
the  efficiency  of 
workers  is  accidents. 
While  much  has  hben 
done  to  discover  their 
causes  a.nd  alleviate 
their  effects,  much 
more  remains  to  be 
done." 


recognize  that  fact. 
Employers  put  forth 
strong  efforts  for 
safety  and  organized 
labor  has  made  it 
one  of  the  planks  of 
its  platform  for 
many  years. 

Safety  is  one  of 
the  subjects  on  which 
every  one  agrees; 


and  the  losses.  The 
public  bears  the  fi- 
nal burden,  the  em- 
ployer and  employes 
take  the  immediate 
economic  shock  and 
the  employes  bear 
alone  the  pain  and 
suffering . 

The  interests  of 
all  parties  conspire 
there  are  no  dissent-  together  for  human- 
ing  voices.  It  is  on?  economy. This 


burg.  111.  recently 
started  a scries  of 
study  courses  for  its 
members  to  bring 
them  constructive  in- 
formation on  the  in- 
telligent uses  and 
operation  of  elec- 
trical equipment. 
Describing  these 
courses,  A.  E. 

Becker,  Mgr.,  says;  i 
"Vife  one  devoting  a 
brief  period  of  each' 
mooting  to  safety. 

Two  leaders  are  sug- 
gested each  vreek  to 
direct  some  phase  of 
safety  before  the 
group.  We  supply  the 
leaders  v>rith  some 
data  end  they  also 
present  information 
that  they  have  ob- 
tained.. We  select 
one  men  'and  one  wo- 
man from  the  group 
each  week  and  their 
treatment  of  the 
subject  of  safety  is 
creating  much  inter- 
est. YiTe  expect  to 
add  150  additional 
members  to  our  safe- 
ty classes." 


subject  upon  which 


employers  and  employ-  solely  for  the  Board 


Gs  confer  without 
feeling  or  prejudice 
Collective  action  is 
always  possible 
through  cooperative 
efforts  on  the^  part 
of  all  interested 
parties,  /uad  who  are 
the  interested  par- 
ties? The  question 
an  swer  s itself.  Em- 
ployers, eiaployes 
end  the  public  all 
share  the  burdens 


is  not  a problem 


of  Trustees,  or  the 
Superintendent,  or 
the  lineman,  or  the 
other  employes;  it 
is  a problem  for  all 
of  these  acting  to- 
gether through  con- 
stant study,  plan- 
ning and  conferences. 
Safety  is  not  some- 
thing that  can  be  im- 
posed; it  is  a grafrth 
which  must  permeate 
those  who  are  exposed 
to  daiager. 


LOUISIANA- SUPERINTENDENT 
TAKES  INSTRUCTION  COURSE 


H.  B.  Bowles,  Su- 
perintendent of  the 
Southwest  Louisiana 
Electric  Membership 
Corporation,  of 
Lafayette,  has  just 
completed  a Red 
Cross  first  'aid 
course.  The  course 
was  designed  espec- 
ially so  as  'to  qual- 
ify those  who  passed 
the  test  to  tearh 
first  aid.  The  courgn 


consisted  of  five  2^ 
hour  periods  per  week 
for  two  weeks  . 

Bov/les  has  been 
awarded  the  first  aid 
certificate  and  is 
now  busy  instructing 
the  personnel  of  the 
cooperative  in  the 
latest  methods  for 
preventing  injuries 
of  all  types,  bath- 
ins  ide,.„aiitf  outside 
tlie  home . 


